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• Scoring the PSAT/NMSQT

• Test Preparation Strategies

Prepare for the PSAT/NMSQT®:
A Step to the Future

PPT adapted from



• Measures academic skills you’ll need for college

• Co-sponsored by the College Board and National 

Merit Scholarship Corporation

• Serves as an entry point to National Merit 

Scholarship Corporation competitions and practice 

for the SAT

• Taken by millions of students nationwide



• Preparation for the SAT®

• Scholarship and recognition opportunities (11th grade)

• College and career planning tools for free through the 

College Board’s Khan Academy and BigFuture programs.

• Admissions and financial aid information from colleges

• Feedback  on academic skills



• PSAT/NMSQT for 11th graders

• PSAT 10 for 10th graders*

• PSAT 8/9 for 8th and 9th graders

* For school year 2016-17, sophomores will continue to 

take the PSAT/NMSQT, as they have in past years.



The test assesses the academic skills that you’ve developed 

over the years, primarily through your course work.

These skills are considered essential for success in high 

school and college:

• Evidence-Based Reading and 

Writing (2 sections)

• Mathematics (2 sections)



Use content from:
-humanities
-social studies
-natural sciences
-literature

• 60 minutes

• 47 Passage-Based Reading Questions
(100- to 800-word passages, some paired, 

some with graphs or other visually displayed 
information)



Use content from:
-humanities
-social studies
-natural sciences
-literature

• 35 minutes

• 44 Context-Oriented Questions
(Based on writing samples, passages, and 

graphs)



Content:

Algebra (linear systems and equations)

Problem-Solving and Data Analysis (real-world problems)

Passport to Advanced Math (complex expressions)

Additional Topics in Math (geometry & trigonometry)

48 questions total

• Multiple-Choice Questions and Student-Produced
Response Questions (“Grid-ins”)

• 2 sections—
• 25 min. section without calculator
• 45 min. section with calculator



A scientific or graphing calculator is allowed for some of the 

math questions. It is not allowed and/or not needed for some 

math questions.  

Bring a familiar calculator. Test day is not the time

to figure out how to use a new calculator.



• Question Types:

The same, except the PSAT/NMSQT does not have an 

essay component.

• Length:

The PSAT/NMSQT is 2 hours, 45 minutes.

The SAT is 3 hours, 50 minutes (with essay).

• Level of Difficulty:

The PSAT covers grade-level appropriate math.



• 1 point for each correct

• No deduction for wrong 

answers—try every question

Highest possible score

• PSAT/NMSQT: 

800 each section

for total 1600 (same as the SAT)

• PSAT 8/9: 720/1440



READ!

• Continuous reading improves vocabulary and develops essential skills.

• Read more books than just those required for class.

Take Challenging Courses!

• This will help you to develop and strengthen your critical thinking skills.



• Take the practice test in the Official 

Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT.

• Familiarize yourself with the test’s 

format, questions types, and 

directions.

• Sign up for the free online Khan 

Academy SAT-prep course. It’s 

personalized to meet your needs.

Go to KhanAcademy.org to register.



When you sit down to take the test:

• Be familiar with the section directions already.

• Read all of the question.

• Read all of each question’s answer choices.

• Do scratch work in the test book.

• Work at a steady pace.

If you skip a question:

• Note it in the test book.

• Leave it blank on the answer sheet.

• Return to it if there is time.

• You don’t have to answer every question to score well.





Test day: October 19, 2016, 7:45-12 p.m.

A couple of days before the test, you will 

receive a pass that lists your testing 

location.

Bring:

• Two #2 Pencils

• Calculator (optional)

•Your email address



You’ll receive an access code for your 

scores via email from the College Board 

in mid-December. CHS will also receive 

your access code to distribute to you.

You’ll receive feedback on sub-sections 

and an overall score. You can link your 

scores to your test prep program on Khan 

Academy.



Be Your Best. Do Your Best. Create the Best.

Have a great PSAT Day 2016!


